Dear Student,

This year you will embark on an adventure that will open your mind and heart to who you are and
why you are living on the Earth in this day and time. Be prayerful as you read and record your
thoughts. You will discover that the Lord has messages of personal revelation for you as you read,
write, and learn.

Before beginning this year’s study, we suggest you start by reading chapters 1, 2, and 3 of 4 History
of God's World and Your Place In It: A Prologue. You might want to read these chapters on the
Sunday before you begin the school year.

May the Lord’s Spirit be with you as you discover the amazing person you are and your ability to
make a mark on history during your time on Earth.
























Lesson 3

Student Directed Learning
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We have learned about our purpose for being on the Earth and why it is important to know about this world
Heavenly Father created for us.

? Why did Heavenly Father create Earth?

Because He loves us, as part of the plan to help us return to Him, He sent His Son to show us the way. This
great event happened over two thousand years ago. While Jesus was on the earth he showed men how to live.

? Think of some of the parables or stories that Jesus taught. Can you think of some of the things He taught to
the people through these stories? Make a short list of some of His teachings you can remember.

We sometimes use a timeline, a picture of history, to get a clearer picture of when things happened in time.
Jesus Christ’s life was in the middle of time. We call it the meridian of time. Everything before His life is
said to be before Christ. We write B.C. after these events. At the year of Christ’s birth we write A.D., which
means anno domini in Latin, and year of our Lord in English. Everything after Christ’s birth is also followed
by the letters A.D., although we don’t usually write this following every time we write the current year. The
years in our modern calendar are numbered based on the life of Jesus Christ. All history before His birth is
dated BC and the years are in descending order (or backwards). When Christ was born, the years began to be
numbered forward, as we know them.
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Our look at His Story will begin many years after Christ lived on the earth. We will begin in the late 1400s.
That’s one thousand, four hundred years after the birth of Jesus Christ. All of the apostles have been killed and
the priesthood is not on the earth. The Nephites living on the American continent have been killed and the

children (and grandchildren) of the Lamanites are living in the land.
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